PERMIT TO WORK - ASBESTOS

Purpose:

To ensure that the:

1. Presence of asbestos in plant and buildings or structures has been identified, recorded and that risks are controlled. 

2. Removal of asbestos meets legal requirements. 

Definitions:

Asbestos

The fibrous form of the mineral silicates belonging to the serpentine and amphibole groups of rock-forming minerals. It includes actinolite, amosite (brown asbestos), anthophyllite, crocidolite (blue asbestos), chrysotile (white asbestos), tremolite, or any material containing one or more of the mineral silicates belonging to the serpentine and amphibole groups.

Guidelines:

Australian Safety and Compensation Council (formerly NOHSC) 

Guide to the Control of Asbestos Hazards in Buildings and Structures [NOHSC: 2002 (1988)] 
National Code of Practice for the Management and Control of Asbestos in Workplaces [NOHSC:2018 (2005)] 
National Code of Practice for the Safe Removal of Asbestos 2nd Edition [NOHSC:2002(2005)]
Instructions:

Legal obligations 

There are specific legal obligations for asbestos in each State.

The Manager must review the legal obligations and ensure that all relevant obligations are complied with. The instructions below serve as a general guideline for managing asbestos in a building or plant, but do not ensure full compliance. 

Identify, assess and control risks 

The Operations Manager must:
1. Identify all asbestos in the building, structures and plant. Use form Asbestos Checklist
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2. Where practicable, label locations where asbestos is present. 

3. Assess and control risks. Refer to: 

· Guide to the Control of Asbestos Hazards in Buildings and Structures [NOHSC: 2002 (1988)], 

· National Code of Practice for the Management and Control of Asbestos in Workplaces [NOHSC:2018 (2005)]. 

4. Record all information in the Asbestos Register. Refer to form Asbestos Register 
. 

Provide all tenants with a copy of the Asbestos Register.

Sampling

The Manager must: 

1. Only take small samples from each suspected asbestos-containing material. (Note: If in NSW, comply with the time limits a person can spend sampling. See Asbestos Removal below). Collect these using the following personal protective equipment: 

· Protective clothing: coverall, covering all normal clothing. 

· Rubber gloves 

· Dust mask 

· Safety goggles (not glasses) 

2. Before taking a sample, thoroughly wet the asbestos-containing material with a wet sponge. Don't use a running hose, as this may cause asbestos fibres to spread.

3. Prepare a plastic bag with permanent labelling indicating: “ASBESTOS - Avoid breathing dust. Serious inhalation health hazard ”

4. Seal each sample in a separate plastic bag by folding the top of the bag over three times then sealing with adhesive tape. Label it with:

· Date 

· Location of sample 

· Property address 

· Name and contact details of the contact person

5. Forward the sealed plastic bag(s) to a NATA accredited laboratory for analysis. 

6. Pending the outcome of the analysis, stop any activity that may disturb the asbestos. 

7. Seal all materials used in the sampling process (PPE, clothing, sponge etc.) in a large plastic bag. Pending the outcome of the laboratory analysis, label the bag with “MAY CONTAIN ASBESTOS. Avoid breathing dust. Serious inhalation health hazard ”. Seal the bag by folding the top of it over three times then sealing with tape. Dispose of appropriately - contact the Environmental Coordinator.

Asbestos removal

The Operations Manager must ensure that the removal of asbestos complies with the licence requirements of his state: 
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