PERMIT TO WORK - HOT WORK

Purpose:

To ensure that hot work is carried out safely. 

Definitions:

Hot Work

Any work that involves an arc or naked flame and sparks eg. gas cutting and welding, silver soldering, flame heating and electric welding. 

Guidelines:

None 

Instructions:

Permit To Work

The Operations Manager must ensure that for ALL hot work outside a dedicated welding bay, a Permit to Work and a Hot Work Attachment are completed. 

Precautions

The Operations Manager must take the following precautions:

1. Remove all paints, thinners, solvents and other flammable or combustible materials (paper, cardboard, rags) within a radius of 12 metres from the work area. 

2. Isolate the work area to a radius of 3 metres using temporary barriers and appropriate signs. Prohibit unauthorised persons from this area. 

3. Switch off, lock out and tag all exhaust fans that may disperse sparks from the hot work. Fit damper plates to ducts and stacks to prevent a chimney effect situation occurring. 

4. Cover material, work stations, stock, tools and equipment that may come into contact with sparks with fire blankets. 

5. If arc welding takes place, place screens to prevent persons outside the isolated area from accidentally looking into the arc. 

6. Ensure an appropriate fire extinguisher is always available at the hot work site. 

7. Appoint a Fire Watcher when hot work may present a fire risk and train them in how to meet their responsibilities (below), including how to use fire fighting equipment they will be in charge of during the job. 

8. Ensure that under NO circumstance the Fire Watcher is the same person carrying out the hot work.

Fire Watcher 
The Fire Watcher must:

1. Have an appropriate fire extinguisher at the hot work site when hot work is being done. 

2. NEVER leave the work site when hot work is in progress. 

3. Direct that work is stopped if you are not satisfied that it can be done safely. 

4. Patrol the work area for at least 20 minutes after completion of hot work to ensure that no fire has started due to hot surfaces or smouldering embers. 

5. Return all fire fighting equipment in good order. Report any fire extinguisher discharge to the person who issued the fire extinguisher. 

