PLANT SAFETY

Purpose:

To ensure that risks associated with the operation of plant and equipment are eliminated or minimised.

Definitions:

Plant

Any machinery, equipment or appliance, including any component fitting, connection, accessory or personal protective equipment that does not rely solely on manual power for its operation. 

Guidelines:

Australian Safety And Compensation Council (NOHSC)

National Standard for Plant [NOHSC:1010(1994)] 
Plant Design — Making it Safe 
Plant in the Workplace — Making it Safe 

Australian Standards

AS 4024.1-5 Safeguarding of machinery
Instructions:

Legal obligations 

There are specific legal obligations in each State in relation to installing, operating and maintaining plant.
 

The Manager must review the legal obligations and ensure that all relevant obligations are complied with. The instructions below serve as a general guideline for providing personal protective equipment, but do not ensure full compliance. 

Hazard control

The Operations Manager must:

1. Assess all risks associated with the use and maintenance of plant before its first use, using form  Plant Risk Assessment Worksheet 
. 

2. Eliminate or minimise the risks in accordance with Procedure  Hazard Control. 

3. Review the risk assessment whenever changes occur at the workplace that may affect health and safety eg. different workplace layout. 

Plant registration

The Operations Manager must ensure that certain types of plant are registered with authorities before they are installed/erected or operated. Refer to Procedure Plant Design Notification And Registration. 

Training and licensing.

The Manager must:

1. Provide operators with adequate training to ensure they can safely operate plant. Refer to Training And Competency. 

2. Ensure only a licensed person installs or operates certain types of plant. This includes, but is not limited to: 

· Operating forklifts (but not pedestrian-operated forklifts) 

· Erecting scaffolding 

· Operating certain types of cranes 

· Operating boom-type elevating work platforms 

· Using explosive powered tools 

3. Refer to State legislation for details
 

Page 1 of 2

